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RECEIVED 

Application NO.: 10/034.216 COIfSrSKWR 
Filing Date: December 20, 2001 JAN 2 9 2004 

Applicant(s): Stephen K. Gilbert et al. 
Group Art Unit: 2836 
Examiner: Zeev Kitov 

Title: MICROPROCESSOR-CONTROLLED 

DC TO DC CONVERTER WITH FAULT PROTECTION 

Attomey Docket 706146US1 



MS Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sir 

Applicants grateftjily acknowledge the allowance of Claims 1. 3—8 and 10 — 14. 
However, Applicants do wsh to note that the Examiner has refen-ed to the fault 
prevention circuit of independent Claims 1, 8 and 12 using the term "shunting transistor" 
whereas Claim 1 calls for a "shunting elemenf and Claim 12 calls for a "current shunt 
switch." Only Independent Claim 8 calls for a shunting transistor, and Applicants 
believe that the scope of independent Claims 1 and 12 extend beyond use of a 
transistor as the shunting element (Claim 1) or the current shunt switch (Claim 12). 

While Applicants believe that the claims are atlowabi , Applicants do not 
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acquiesce that patentability resides in ach identified feature or combination of features, 
exactly as expressed in tlie claims, or that each feature or combination of features 
identified is required for patentability, or that equivalents of any of the recited features 
are outside the scope of the claims. Additionally, to the extent the Reasons For 
Allowance do not separately address the additional subject matter of remaining Claims 
3 — 7, 10 and 13 — 14, Applicants do not acquiesce to any inference that these claims do 
not present patentable subject matter independent of the patentability of Claims 1, 8 
and 12. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 

f Gordon K. Harris, Jr., Reg. No. 28,615 

Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

Attorney for Applicants 

Ralph E. Smith 
CIMS 483-02-19 

DalmlerChiysler Intellectual Capital Corporation 

DaimlerChrysler Technology Center 

800 Chrysler Drive 

Auburn Hills, Ml 48326-2757 

248-944-6519 
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